SEMINARS STUDENTS’ GUIDE 
1391831- INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY
Fall Semester 2023-2024 Academic Year
 “Political Science-6B03106 ”

The course is aimed at bachelor students majoring in “Political Science”. Upon completion of the course the students shall be provided with cognitive, functional, and systemic competences related two ‘classical” IR theories (Realism, Liberalism, and Marxism) and pos-positivist (critical theory, constructivism, feminism etc.). The seminars constitute an essential part of the course. They are scheduled on each week of the semester and last for four hours.
The quality of academic engagement of a student during the seminars is crucially important as it predetermines the overall score for the course. The work during the seminars mainly consists of two types of activities: discussion of the reading materials (see Availability Chart) and performing practical tasks of different nature. There may be other types of activities during the seminars from time to time. 

According to the ACADEMIC CALENDAR, there will be 15 lectures.

	Week 
	Seminar 
	Maximum score 

	MODULE ONE  IR as a theory (introduction)

	[bookmark: _Hlk143606613]1
	Introduction to the course
	10

	2
	History of IR as academic discipline
	10

	3
	IR as a theory, definition, scope, subject matter, terms and concepts
	10

	4
	Classification of IR theories
	10

	MODULE TWO major categories of IR

	[bookmark: _Hlk143606653]5 
	International system
	10

	6
	International actor
	10

	7
	International politics VS International Relations
	10

	MODULE THREE – Realist Paradigm

	8
	Classical realism
	3

	9
	Neo-realism
	3

	MODULE FOUR- Idealist Paradigm

	10
	liberalism
	3

	11
	Neo-liberalism
	3

	MODULE FIVE – Materialist Paradigm

	12
	Marxism
	3

	13
	Neo – Marxism, Dependency theory, Worl-system analysis
	3

	MODULE SIX- Postpositivist Paradigm

	14
	Post-modernism, post-structuralism, constructivism
	3

	15
	Critical Theory, Sociology of the International
	3




MODULE ONE IR AS A THEORY (INTRODUCTION)
Seminar 1. Introduction to the course. Upon completion, the students shall have clear idea about the course, its objective, structure, reading materials, requirements, and deadlines. 

SEMINAR STRUCTURE^
Discussion:
· What is a good academic course? 
· What is the distinguishing features of this course? 
Looking closer into the course:
· What is required from a student enrolled in the course at each stage?
· What are the evaluation criteria? 
SEMINAR 2.  HISTORY OF IR AS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 
[bookmark: _Hlk141357866]Expected Learning Outcomes (LO):
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between stages of development and consolidation of IR as theory and academic discipline.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE:
Working with terminology:
Please provide a brief explanation of each terms: political philosophy; scientific revolution; social science; positivism VS interpretaionalism; political science; IR theory.
Please compare and contrast: 
•	political philosophy vs political science;
•	science vs, social science;
•	positivism VS interpretaionalism;

[bookmark: _Hlk143697335]Working with the reading materials:
Book 1 (see reading List) – chapter 1 p. 1-23;
Book 2: part 1 p.19-63;
Book 3: part 1 p. 3-29;


SEMINAR 3.  IR AS A THEORY, DEFINITION, SCOPE, SUBJECT MATTER, TERMS AND CONCEPTS
[bookmark: _Hlk141358216]Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between IR as theory and other similar academic disciplines;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting comparative and critical analyses of the methods, levels and units of analysis within the IR theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE:
Discussion:
Why do we need theory?
Do we need to study international relations history? Why? 
[bookmark: _Hlk143697570]Working with the reading materials:
Book 1 (see reading List) – chapter 1 p. 1-23;
Book 2: part 1 p.19-63;
Book 3: part 1 p. 3-29;
The terms to work with:
· What is IR theory?
· What are the methods of IR theory?
· What is the scope and subject matter of IR?
· What is unit and level of analysis? 

SEMINAR 4.  CLASSIFICATION OF IR THEORIES/RESEARCH TYPES
[bookmark: _Hlk141358542]Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between different types of research, research questions and hypotheses within  IR theory;
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall be competent in formulating preliminary research question and/or hypothesis in accordance to the research type within IR theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Discussion:
What is a research? Why do we do it?
What is the difference …
- applied VS theoretical;
- exploratory, explanatory, descriptive;
- systemic and systematic;
- Positivist VS post-positivist.
Working with the reading materials:
Book 1 (see reading List) – chapter 1 p. 1-23;
Book 2: part 1 p.19-63;
Book 3: part 1 p. 3-29;

MODULE TWO MAJOR TERMS/CATEGORIES OF IR

SEMINAR 5.  INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in defining international system and sub-system and identifying the systemic features of Westphalian system, Concert of Europe (Vienna system), Versailles system, Yalta-Potsdam system;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting comparative and critical analysis multipolarity, bipolarity, unipolarity.

[bookmark: _Hlk143707544]SEMINAR STRUCTURE 

Working with reading materials:
Book 3: Part 2, 10 -p.245, 11-p. 273, 12-p. 296, 22-p.555;
The terms to work with:
· notion of system; elements, relations, structure;
· international system;
· Westphalian system;
· Concert of Europe (Vienna system);
· Versailles system;
· Yalta-Potsdam system;
· polarity: multipolarity, bipolarity, unipolarity. 
[bookmark: _Hlk143709361]World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 

SEMINAR 6.  INTERNATIONAL ACTOR/FACTOR/ SUB-SYSTEM
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between:
· actor/participant of IR and international legal personality;
· active international legal personality and passive international legal personality;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting comparative and critical analyses of the sub-systems/regimes, namely the UN, Charter, NNPT, VCDR, VCLT, UN Human rights regime, Geneva conventions as well as regional sub-systems such as  NATO, EU, OSCE, EAEU, SCO, CSTO. 

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book3: Part 2, 13-p.326, 14-p.352, 17-p.426,
The terms to work with:
· [bookmark: _Hlk141361380]	actor/participant of IR, subject of IL (international legal personality: active, passive);
· 	sub-systems/regimes; the UN, Charter, NNPT, VCDR, VCLT, UN Human rights regime, Geneva conventions;
· 	regional sub-systems: NATO, EU, OSCE, EAEU, SCO, CSTO and others.
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


SEMINAR 7.  INTERNATIONAL POLITICS VS INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Lecture format – introductory, problem-setting, discussion.
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between International politics  and international relations in theory and practice.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book 3:  part 2, 15-p.379; 19-p.478, part 3, 23, 24-pp.581-635, 28, 29-pp.692-746, 33-p.827.
The terms to work with:
· 	International politics and international relations in theory;
· 	International politics and international relations in practice. 
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 

MODULE THREE – REALIST PARADIGM

SEMINAR 8. CLASSICAL REALISM
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between stages of historical development and consolidation of “classical” realism within IR theory;
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in defining and explaining the main terms and concepts of “classical” realism, namely anarchy, self-help system; power competition, balance of power; relative gin and zero-sum game; state as rational actor; great power; hegemony.
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting comparative and critical analyses of the methods, level and unit of analysis within the IR theory
[bookmark: _Hlk141361018]- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory, i.e. “classical” realism.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
[bookmark: _Hlk143710261]Working with reading materials:
Book 1: part 2-p.29; part4-p.84
Book 2: part 2, 2.2.-p.108, 2.4-p.141
Book 3: part 3-p.57
Book 4: part 2-p.13
The terms to work with:
· Pre-modern realist theories (Classical Greece and China);
· “Classical” realism and arrival of modernity (Hobbes and Machiavelli);
· “Classical” (human-nature) realism as academic discipline (Morgenthau);
· [bookmark: _Hlk141361779]Anarchy;
· State as rational actor;
· Self-help system;
· Relative gain;
· Zero-sum game;
· Inevitability of conflict;
· Security competition;
· Power, balance of power;
· Great power; hegemony. 
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


SEMINAR 9.  NEO-REALISM
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between “classical” and “structural” realism within IR theory;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in defining the terms of mature anarchy and security dilemma; explaining the main points of structural realism, namely offensive realism of Mearsheimer and defensive realism of Waltz.
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory, i.e. neo-realism.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book 1: part 2-p.29; part4-p.84
Book 2: part 2, 2.2.-p.108, 2.4-p.141
Book 3: part 3-p.57
Book 4: part 2-p.13
The terms to work with:
· Emergence of neo-realism:
· Notion of structure and structuralism as methodological paradigm;
· Mature anarchy;
· Structural realism;
· Offensive realism (Mearsheimer);
· Defensive realism (Waltz);
· Security dilemma.
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 

MODULE FOUR- IDEALIST PARADIGM

SEMINAR 10 LIBERALISM 
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between “realist” and “idealist” paradigms  within IR theory;
[bookmark: _Hlk141363611]- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in defining the terms of “classical” realism, namely state preference, absolute gain, over-coming of anarchy, international federalism, non-state centric system, overcoming of inevitability of conflict.
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory, i.e. “classical” realism.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book1: part 3-p.55
Book 2: part 2, 2.1-p.85
Book 3: part 3-p.57, part 4-p. 85
Book 4: part 4-p.37
The terms to work with:
· Classical liberalism and Idealism as methodological paradigm (VS realist paradigm) (Aristotle, Kant, Grotius, Willson);
· Classical liberalism in its development - Institutionalism; Interdependency; National Preference;
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


SEMINAR 11 NEO-LIBERALISM 
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between “classical” and “neo” liberalism within IR theory;
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between “ “neo” liberalism within IR theory and Economics (domestic economic policy);
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in defining the terms of “Neo-liberalism”, namely, state preference, absolute gain, over-coming of anarchy, international federalism, non-state centric system, international regime, transnationalism and globalization, overcoming of inevitability of conflict
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory, i.e. neo-liberalism.
A part from the emergence and development of neo-liberalism, 

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book1: part 3-p.55, part 4-p.84
Book 2: part 2, 2.1-p.85, 2.3-p128, 2.4-p.141
Book 3: part 3-p.57, part 4-p. 85
Book 4: part 4-p.37, part 6-p.103
the terms to work with:
· Transnationalism and globalization;
· International society and socialization of states;
· Non-state actors.
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 

MODULE FIVE – MATERIALIST PARADIGM

SEMINAR 12 MARXISM 
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between realist, idealist and materialist IR as theory and their conceptual tools;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting critical analyses using the methods of the materialist IR theory (classical Marxism)
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book 1: part 5-p.110
Book 2: part 2, 2.6-p.176, 2.10-p.232
Book 3: part 3, 31-p.775
Book 4: part 7-p.123
The terms to work with:
· 	Materialist historism;
· 	Materialist dialectics;
· 	National interests VS class interests;
· 	Imperialism/colonialism.
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


SEMINAR 13 NEO – MARXISM 
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between Marxist, neo-Marxist IR theory and world-system analysis;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting critical analyses using the methods, and concepts of Marxist, neo-Marxist IR theory and world-system analysis;
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
[bookmark: _Hlk143711202]Book 1: part 5-p.110
Book 2: part 2, 2.6-p.176, 2.10-p.232
Book 3: part 3, 31-p.775
Book 4: part 7-p.123
The terms to work with:
· 	Cultural Marxism and Gramsci;
· 	Trotskyism;
· 	Dependency theory;
· 	Post-colonial theory;
· 	World-system analysis.
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 

MODULE SIX- POSTPOSITIVIST PARADIGM
SEMINAR 14 POST-MODERNISM, POST-STRUCTURALISM, CONSTRUCTIVISM
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between modernist and postmodernist approach within the IR theory;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting scholarly enquiry using the methods and concepts of post-modernist, post-materialist the IR theory
- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book1:  part 5-p.112
Book 2: part 2: 2.5-pp.158, 2.9-p.218
Book 3: part 7-p.161, part8-p.188
Book 4: part 4-p.59
The terms to work with:
· 	Modernism VS post-modernism;
· 	Positivism VS post-positivism;
· 	Meta-theory and meta-narrative;
· 	Deconstruction;
· 	Archeology (method) and governamentality;
· 	Hard and soft constuctivism;
· 	Securitization theory. 
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


SEMINAR 15 CRITICAL THEORY, SOCIOLOGY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)	
- cognitive or concept related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in distinguishing between post-modernism and critical IR theory;
- functional or process related - upon completion, the students shall be competent in conducting comparative and critical analyses of the methods and concepts applied in research within IR theory
[bookmark: _Hlk141358805]- systemic or subject related – upon completion, students shall have an idea of how to analyze historical and current cases through the lens of the respective theory.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE 
Working with reading materials:
Book1: part 6-137,
Book 2: part 2, 2.7-176,2.8-p.205
Book 3: part 1, 6-p.145, 7-p.179
Book 4: part 5-p.81
The terms to work with:
· 	Frankfurt school;
· 	Emancipation;
· 	Critical feminist theory;
· 	Critical racial theory;
· 	Sociology of the International. 
World politics, digest, and discussion: students present the current events and discuss them applying the terms and concepts learnt in class. 


Essential reading:
Book 1: Burchill, S., Linklater, A., Donnelly, J., Nardin, T., Paterson, M., Reus-Smit, C., ... & Sajed, A. (2022). Theories of international relations. Bloomsbury Publishing.
Book 2: Daddow, O. (2017). International relations theory. Sage.
Book 3: Handbook of IR (2013). Edited by Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse and Beth A. Simmons. SAGE.
Book 4: Weber, C. (2013). International relations theory: a critical introduction. Routledge.

Article 1: Dunne, T., Hansen, L., & Wight, C. (2013). The end of International Relations theory?. European Journal of International Relations, 19(3), 405-425.
Article 2: Hellmann, G. (2020). International Relations Theory. The Sage Handbook of Political Science. London: Sage Public 
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Mearsheimer, J. J. (2019). Bound to fail: The rise and fall of the liberal international order. International security, 43(4), 7-50.
Mearsheimer, J. J. (2021). The inevitable rivalry: America, China, and the tragedy of great-power politics. Foreign Aff., 100, 48.
Waltz, K. N. (2000). Structural realism after the Cold War. International security, 25(1), 5-41.
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Zehfuss, M. (2002). Constructivism in international relations: the politics of reality (Vol. 83). Cambridge University Press.
Wendt, A. E. (1987). The agent-structure problem in international relations theory. International organization, 41(3), 335-370.
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All literature is available at UNIVER in PDF format (see Additional Materials) 

